
                                                                                     

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

October 05 2021 

Mersey Dee Alliance and HyNet join forces to develop the  

UK’s first cross-border low carbon hub 
 

• Mersey Dee Alliance, the cross-border partnership which supports strategic economic growth 

across Flintshire, Wrexham, Cheshire West and Wirral, enters into an MoU (Memorandum of 

Understanding) with HyNet, the region’s low carbon industry hub. 

• Mersey Dee Alliance will support HyNet’s activity to create a low carbon hub across North East 

Wales and North West England, creating thousands of green jobs across the region.  

• HyNet remains on-track to start decarbonising North Wales and the North West of England from 

the mid-2020’s through the supply of low carbon hydrogen and the capturing of carbon dioxide 

emissions from industry. 

• HyNet will enable North Wales to exceed their ambitious within the soon to be published Welsh 

Hydrogen Strategy. 

 

The Mersey Dee Alliance, a partnership which supports strategic economic growth across Flintshire, 

Wrexham, Cheshire West and Wirral, and HyNet, a UK-leading industrial decarbonisation cluster, will 

work together more closely to bring cross-border support to the region’s decarbonisation plans. 

HyNet will unlock a low carbon future for the North Wales and North West England, creating routes 

for industry to rapidly decarbonise their production. Transport, such as trains and lorries, will use clean 

fuel and homes will blend hydrogen in to their gas supply to heat their homes with a low carbon fuel, 

without the need for new appliances.  HyNet will have the capacity to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) 

emissions by around 10 million tonnes of carbon per year by 2030, equivalent to taking 4 million cars 

off the road. 

Working together in partnership will unlock opportunities for private and public sectors across North 

Wales, including partners across the Deeside and Wrexham Industrial areas, to create a hydrogen 

economy, directly generating new jobs and growth opportunities for the cross-border region, 

increasing skills, employment and inclusive growth.   

James Davies MP, Chair of the Mersey Dee North Wales APPG said: 

“The HyNet North West project plays an important role in achieving the Government’s ambitious net 

zero goals. Working with the Mersey Dee Alliance will further support this and help progress the project 

to the benefit of North Wales, West Cheshire and the Wirral. Cross border partnership working is key 

to strengthening the Union and supporting the Levelling Up agenda.” 

Cllr Mark Pritchard, Chair of the Mersey Dee Alliance and Leader of Wrexham Council said: 

“North East Wales, Cheshire West and the Wirral are pivotal to the success of the UK, with population 

close to 1 million.  As an industrial heartland at a time in which carbon taxes could put existing jobs at 

risk, HyNet is an integral part of the region’s future economy.  The low carbon cluster will secure a 

sustainable future for vital industry and supporting them to remain viable for the future by reducing, 

and eventually halting, carbon emissions - safeguard employment.   



                                                                                     

 
“Supporting this region’s key business sectors will enhance the area’s competitiveness, maintaining its 

reputation as an attractive place for industry to operate, invest and thrive in addition to developing a 

hydrogen economy/supply chain.”.” 

David Parkin, HyNet Project Director said: 

“HyNet is an opportunity for North Wales which we must grasp with both hands.  Working with the 

Mersey Dee Alliance, we can accelerate investment in industrial decarbonisation and make the cross-

border region a leading exemplar of decarbonised industrial production through the use of hydrogen 

and CCUS.  It is extremely important to us that what we achieve with HyNet is replicable across the UK, 

and the rest of the world to drive forward wide scale industrial decarbonisation.” 

ENDS 

 

About HyNet 

HyNet North West is a low carbon energy project at the forefront of the UK’s journey to a Net Zero 

future, being developed by a consortium of world-leading organisations.  

From 2025, HyNet North West will produce, store and distribute hydrogen as well as capturing and 

storing carbon. It will decarbonise the North West of England and North Wales through the creation 

of state of-the-art infrastructure.  

This game-changing project has the potential to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions by 10 million 

tonnes every year by 2030 – the equivalent of taking four million cars off the road. HyNet North 

West will create and maintain thousands of local jobs, as well as enable long-term sustainability for 

businesses and financial security for communities across the region.  

The HyNet North West consortium includes Progressive Energy, Cadent, Essar, Inovyn, Eni, University 

of Chester, CF Fertilisers and Hanson.  

www.hynet.co.uk 

About Mersey Dee Alliance 

The Mersey Dee Alliance is a cross border alliance that was formed by Local Authorities in Wales and 

England to advocate improved government co-ordination and investment in the integrated, cross 

border functional economy in the local authority areas of Wrexham and Flintshire (in Wales) and 

Cheshire West and Chester and the Wirral (in England).  

 

The membership of the MDA includes the four local authorities, Wrexham-Glyndwr University, 

Chester University, Liverpool City Region Combined Authority, the Cheshire and Warrington LEP and 

the Welsh Government.  

 

The MDA is a significant economic entity of importance to both the Welsh and English economies: -  

• A UK manufacturing powerhouse 

• £22bn Gross Value Added  

• 956,000 people  

• 404,000 jobs  

• 2,900 companies that each turn over more than £1m per year including a roll call of household 

names including Airbus, JCB, Astra Zeneca, M&S Money, Cammell Laird, Unilever, Kellogg’s, 

Toyota, Vauxhall. 

http://www.hynet.co.uk/


                                                                                     

 
• 3 Enterprise Zones; Cheshire Science Corridor, Deeside Northern Gateway, Wirral Waters  

 

The MDA has a high concentration of advanced manufacturing, with important clusters of energy, 

aerospace, automotive, engineering, chemical and food processing industries, as well as professional 

and financial services. Around 16% of the workforce (65,100 people) are employed in 

manufacturing/engineering, compared to the UK average of 9%. 

www.merseydeealliance.org.uk  

 

Media contact 

Amy Bodey, Head of Communications for HyNet, Progressive Energy: amy.bodey@progressive-

energy.com / 07754 852979 

 


